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[ Collecting all the Watercraft on the Delaware ]

Geo. Washington to Colonel Richard Humpton, Brunswick Decemr 1. 1776.

“Sir, You are to proceed to The Two ferrys near Trentownl and to see all the
boats there put in the best Order with a sufficiency of Oars and poles and at
the same time to Collect all the Additional Boats you [can] from both above
and below and have them brought to those ferry's and Secured for the purpose
of Carrying over the Troops & Baggage in most expeditious Manner: & for
this purpose you will get every Assistance in the power of the Quarter Master
General & any person in his Department. you will particularly attend
Durham Boats which are very proper for the purpose.2 The Baggage &
Stores of the Army should be got over the River as soon as possible and

placed at some Convenient place a little back from it.
I am Sir Yr Most Obt Servt. Go: Washington




Troop Positions and Ferries
December 1776
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British Occupation of New Jersey

December 1776
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Hessian Occupation of Trenton
December 1776

Troston Township
{Huniarvon Courdy)

WIS UIRD

Artillery

liosp;tai

T

i < Dragoons 5

~ \\

'F

_Barracks

Hessian dependents and some Loyalist civilians
occupied the Barracks.



0 Miles

0 Kilometers

Daily Skirmishing

December1776 SOMERSET
[ ),
i 0 Ringoes
b ~
l;lochcll Rocky Hill
Coryell’s F&ryyﬁl » Kingston
- g = - 4 - Princ‘eton
N 4 p
) Pennington 3
L3
Doylestown ‘» . : o, T 0 ik
» — . o Maidenhead Giabir
McKonkey’ % Dec. 19 S
e P MIDDLESENX
Yardley’s He 7 )
Newtown e " R
X o
\ ;\*\
B { Q\‘i\x
‘ : . | = L195
1-276 Dec. 17,18, 21 ~ R ) % ] -4 Mle,n,(,o.“_m
R AW Donor ]
\ ' B Crosswicks Cra,
PE/NNSYLVANTA "r;_
‘ Bris(ql.\ - Q
PENNSYLVANIA NAVY
urlington

ASSISCupj Cr.

Donor
% DEc. 23—27

B U
Ayrstown

R LI NGT O N
Ongs e
&
GLOUCEST®rD
- @ American forces
@ British/German forces
5 10
I — —
10

X% Battle

© 2004 Jeffrey L. Ward

/7 American ships

Roads circa 1776

Modern Roads
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Alexandria

Route of Lee & Sullivan'’s March
December 2-20, 1776
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_Plan of Attack on Trenton

Coryell's Ferry
General Leslie
5%, 28", 35", 49" Reg Foot

Pennington 1% and 2 Light Infantry
3 troops 16" Light Dragoons

Johnson'’s Ferry
McConkey'’s Ferry 3¢ aidenhead

Washington
Cross at McConkey's, march to
Trenton forming two divisions, surprise ™ colonel Ral
Hessians at dawn from two ends of \ 3 Hosslan regiments

town : 50 Hessian Jagers
20 Lt Dragoons (16th Regt)
/|3 Hessnan artillery companies

Newtown e
y

Trenton Ferry __ % ™\

Ewing
Cross at Trenton Ferry and surprise
Hessians at dawn, secure Assunpink stone ‘ o [
bridge to prevent Hessian retreat 4 S\ \\
% ! Crosswicks
N
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Cadwalader , _
Cross at Bristol's Neshaminy Ferry, A >
surprise, disrupt, and tie down Donop's ‘ D '”’\“
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/ Neshaminy 42" Regiment (Highlanders)

2 companies Hessian Jéagers

¢ Blackl Horse

Putnam ’ . qMount Holly
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Colonel Griffith
500 New Jersey militia
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General Henry Knox's Map
Of the Trenton Battle Plan
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[ Excerpts from the General Orders — December 25, 1776 ]

You are to see that your men have three days’ provisions ready cooked before 12
o’clock this forenoon -- the whole fit for duty except a Serjeant and six men to be
left with the baggage, and to parade precisely at four in the afternoon with their
arms, accoutrements & ammunition in the best order, with their provisions and
blankets -- you will have them told off in divisions in which order they are to march
-- eight men abreast, with the officers fixed to their divisions from which they are
on no account to separate -- no man is to quit his division on pain of instant
punishment -- each officer is to provide himself with a piece of white paper stuck
in his hat for a field mark.

You will order your men to assemble and parade them in the valley immediately
over the hill on the back of McConkey’s Ferry, to remain there for farther orders --
a profound silence is to be observed, both by officers and men, and a strict and
ready attention paid to whatever orders may be given -- Each brigade to be
furnished with two good guides.

The troops to be assembled one mile back of McKonkey’s Ferry, and as soon as it
begins to grow dark [4:41 pm sunset] the troops to be marched to McKonkey’s
Ferry, and embark on board the boats in following order under the direction of
Colonel Knox.

Captain Washington and Captain Flahaven, with a party of forty men each, to
march before the divisions and post themselves on the road about three miles from
Trenton, and make prisoners of all going in or coming out of town.

General Stephen’s brigade, to embark first; with the detachment of artillerymen,
without cannon, provided with spikes and hammers to spike up the enemies’
cannon in case of necessity, or to bring them off if it can be effected, the party to be
provided with drag-ropes for the purpose of dragging off the canon. General
Stephen will appoint a guard #o form a chain of sentries round the landing-place at
a sufficient distance from the river to permit the troops to form, this guard not to
suffer any person to go in or come out, but to detain all persons who attempt either.

General Mercer’s next; Lord Stirling’s next; General Fermoy’s next. St. Clair’s,
Glover’s, and Sargent’s brigades to embark in order. Four pieces of artillery to
march at the head of each column; three pieces at the head of the second brigade
of each division; and two pieces with each of the reserves.

A profound silence to be enjoined, and no man to quit his ranks on the pain of
death. Each brigadier to appoint flanking parties; the reserve brigades to appoint the
rear-guards of the columns; the heads of the columns to be appointed to arrive at

Trenton at five o’clock. .
13



’[ Route of the Night March to Trenton

December 26, 1776 — 3:30 — 8:00 AM

Hesslan Guard Posts

A - Altenbackum - Calthoun house

M - Muller - Assunpink bridge

G - Grothausen - 50 Jagers - the Hermilage
B - Brubach - Princeton Road

TF « Trenton Ferry - 1 officer, 30 men

W - Wiederholdt - Howell cooper shop

= American advance on Trenton

'} Hessian outpost retreats
followed by Washington's forces

|Gr - Green's dlvision (w/Washington)
M - Mercer’s brigade
F - Fermoy's brigade
$ - Stephen's and Stirling's brigades

Su - Sullivan's division
Glover's brigade
Sargent's brigade
St.Clair's brigade
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Battle of Trenton
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Aftermath - Armies Reposition
Decmber 26 (pm) and 27

Leslie

Pennington 5th 2 gth 35th 4gth
IT\ Johnson's, Reg’s Foot
N McKonkey’s Ferry & : 1%t & 2" Light Infantry
S\ 3 Troops 16" Light

Dragoons

Washington
2,400 Americans + = 975

Hessian prisoners cross
back to PA

Newtown '

1,500 PA & NJ militia

Tried to cross prisoners at the Trenton
Ferries but only got a few across

Cadwalader fid  Cadwalader

A Continentals & Marines, unsuccessful
the night of 25/26, finally cross to NJ

f.ﬁ' Black Horse
Von Donop

Retreats to Princeton with 3 Hessian regiments,
427 Highlanders & 2 companies of Jiger

.... /

Putnam | e

Assorted militia. Did
not cross

Burlington

Key to Troop Movements |. ...

s
R

American with
Hessian prisoners

Hessian retreat
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Troop Dispositions

December 28, 1776 to January 1, 1777

New York
Pennsylvania Heath
Sl 4,000 Continentals
Key
’P British & Hessian ."-..
American .
N
McDougal New Bridge
750 Continentals & militia 7" Regt
Morristown —é Hackensack l
26" Regiment \
Aquackanonk —*

h/

Mawhood

17t 40 55t Foot

Brunswick Landing
Mathew
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2,400 Continentals

Ewing \l_ renton
1,500 NJ militia
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II: O
T dent OWH

Burlington
®Black Horse

Mount Holly

Hessian Prisoners
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i

Putnam in Philadelphia
Continentals &militia

Crosswick

715 Regiment

Bergen
Newark w\.

715t Regiment

Elizabethtown ~

Waldeck

S

Regiment
agoons

panktown
46" Foot
17" Light Dragoons

Staten
Island _

33 Foot

Brunswic
Grant

1512 Grenadiers,
3 troops 16™ Light Dragoons
Royal Attillery

Princeton
Leslie

5th 28t 35th 49th Foot
1527 Light Infantry
3 troops 16" Light Dragoons
Donop and Rall brigades

Cadwalader
1,500 PA Associators &
Continental Marines

Mifflin
1,800 PA
Continentals

[

i
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Washington Prepares Defenses on the

South Bank of the Assunpink Creek
December 28,1776 — January 1, 1777

Stockton Hollow

.‘ " |\l .
> il Hill

Philips’s Mill

Henry’s Mill

& N

Rough Distribution
of American forces

C - Cadwalader
E - Ewing
G - German Am. Regiment
Hi - Hitchock
Ha - Hand
Mil - Militia
Mer - Mercer
N - Newcomb
S - Scott
S$t.C - St. Clair
= Artillery
representative position

Miles

......
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December 28, 1776 to January 1, 1777

Crown Troops Concentrate at Princeton
American Troops Concentrate at Trenton

New Jersey

Morristown 1
McDougal
750 Continentals and militia New Bridge
l 7th Regt Foot

Hackensack ¢

26th Regt Foot @
Aquackanonk
Ne/wark ®
Elizabethtown e
Hessian Waldeck Regt
71st Regt Foot (elements)
illsborough & Island

Lt Col Mawhood (4th Brigade)
17th, 40th, 55th Regiments

33rd Regt Foot
R . 57th Regt Foot
runswick & Landing

Washington sends =~ 1,200 j=a~?
Experienced Continentals

north on the Princeton road ,f,‘ ;‘;;‘,’L,',ﬂ‘é",‘;‘;’s
to delay Cornwallis s 48th Regt Fook Princeton

advance on Trenton L General Cornwallis

9,000 men
Hessians
Washington Maidenhead Grenadier Battalion Linsing
3400 troops Grenadier Battalion Block
2800 Continentals Grenadier Battalion Minnegerode
600 Pennsylvania militia Grenadier Battalion Kohler

o= e Fusilier Battalion Loos
. adwalader Jagers - 2 companies
Crosswicks 1500 troops Rall brigade remnants

N
Bordentown

Mifflin
1800 Pennsylvania
Continentals

Mostly Continentals
Few militia British

2 42nd Regiment Foot (Highlanders)
Burllngtanl Kk H 1st and 2nd Battalions Light Infantry
L4 ac_ orse 1st & 2nd Battalions Grenadiers

2nd BattalionsGuards

Mount Holly 71st Regiment Foot
5th Regiment Foot

Dhi H 28th Regiment Foot
hlladelphla 35th, Regiment Foot
Griffin - South Jersey) s g OB Sedent oot

500 Nw Jersey militia 1 ) Ight Dragoons

iz Miles 71st Regimentt Foot
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Trenton

Januaryz\1/

British Order of March

Atillery Train

§
My
S
&

Second British Brigade

Hessian Grenadiers and Fusiliers
British Grenadiers and Guards
Artillery

Light Infantry (Grant)

Vanguard (Donop)

Quaker Bridge

d
7c10:00am
“SAmbush - mounted Jager killed
Gen. Leslie's 2nd Brigade detached
to remain at Maidenhead
J

L

Col. Hand

Scott's Brigade

Fermoy's Brigade

Forrest's artillery
company

Delaying :
’ retreat

Sandtown

—_—ue
British detachments checking
out fords at Philips's and Henry's Mills
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Battle of Assunpink Creek

5N
~c3:00pm \
Philips’s Mil

I American troops

A Bitsh troops
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representative position
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Route of General
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Colonel Hand
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: v N ste
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¥ 0\
d Mer
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Rough Distribution
of American forces

C - Cadwalader
E - Ewing
G - German Am. Regiment
’ Hi - Hitchock
Ha - Hand
Mil - Militia
&oo Mer - Mercer
N - Newcomb
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St.C - St. Clair
= Atillery
] representative position
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January 2" — Decision at the Douglass House
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Trenton Township
(Hunterdon County)

Trenton Town 1774-1783
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Night March to Princeton
January 2 - 3, 1777 )

Princeton -
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Obelisks Marking the Route of the Night March

st Obelisk - Hamilton Avenue at South Broad Street.
front of the Sun Center National Bank.

[Fourth Obelisk - 1070 Klockner Road.
Front of the Health Careers Center.

onth - 133 Youngs Road / Mercerville, NJ
Front of Hamilton Fitness Center

Tenth Obelisk - Quaker Road / Princeton NJ
D & R Canal State Park Trail, right by the parking lot.

- : $ DB 3 PR
[Twelfth Obelisk - Behind Clark House in Princeton Battlefield
- I the woods behind the house. on the walkina path.

Placed by the

ns of the Revolution - 1914

So

Third Obelisk - 1800 Hamilton Avenue.
Inside Greenwood Cemetery.

Second Obelisk - Hamilton
In front of Bank of America.

Minth Otelisk - Quakerbridge Rd & Nassew Park Bivd / Lawrence, NJ
-In Maghan en Quarkerbrides - Partly hidden in the trees.

Quaker Road .
Nassau Park Bouls

Eleventh Obelisk - In a field next to Quaker Road / Princeton, NJ < it W
Crevern | HILLS University w )~

Townshin

‘ersey ~ 0
& Hughes |

-
HEIG. i -

‘
| M aenicnie FUMiuic

@ G.uunas [For sculpture
MERCERVILLF

Tr 26
o\ e \,\ Hamilton Avenue

Hamilton Avenue &%

South Broad Street

26 -
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Plan of Attack

\ Orchard

1 - Quaker Meeting House
2 - Thomas Clarke

3 - William Clarke

4 - Thomas Olden

5 - David Olden

6 - Baldwin Farm

7 - Jonathan D. Sergeant
8 - Presbyterian Church
9 - Gen. Leslie’'s HQ

10 - Nassau Hall

11 - Hudebras Tavern

12 - Dr. Absalom Bainbridge
13 - James Moore’s tannery
14 - Sign of the College Tavern
15 - Richard Stockton

16 - Stockton - the Barracks
17 - Major Robert Stockton
18 - John Johnson farm

A - Hill A

B - Hill B

-= - Artillery position

{_ - Earthwork defense

23
1

Miles
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3 January 1777

Princeton Orchard

© e
Mawhood’s Troops 8 -OO am Haugg:ger e r P
on the Post Road \a 1 - -
c800 troops -

55th Regiment of Foot - 250
Lt. Dragoons (dismounted) - 607
|1 Artillery - 4 guns - c30
Grenadiers - 1 company

(from 43rd and

52nd Regiments) - 32
Lt. Infantry - 1 company

(44th Regt.) - 50
42nd Regiment of Foot -

1 company - 50
Convsalescents, recurits - 1007
Supply wagons
17th Regiment of Foot - 246
Lt. Dragoons (mounted) - 307

total dragoons - 70-1007

N\
/ Mercer
!

. | g
> Jo,
7

- Quaker Meeting House
- Thomas Clarke
- William Clarke
- Thomas Olden
- David Olden
- Baldwin Farm
- Jonathan D. Sergeant
- Presbyterian Church
- Gen. Leslie’'s HQ
10 - Nassau Hall
11 - Hudebras Tavern
12 - Dr. Absalom Bainbridge
13 - James Moore’'s tannery
14 - Sign of the College Tavern
15 - Richard Stockton
16 - Stockton - the Barracks
17 - Major Robert Stockton
18 - John Johnson farm
A - Hill A
B - Hill B
-= - Artillery position
(_ - Earthwork defense
— American troops
5 —3= British troops
1 FS - First sightings

Sullivan

Worth’s Mill

2200
CONONAWNS

Cochran’s
Hin
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3 January 1777

8:15 to 8:20 am
A
N

Sullivan
2200

Worth’s Mill

Cochran’s
Hil

1 - Quaker Meeting House
2 - Thomas Clarke
Cadwalader | 5 _ william Clarke
4 - Thomas Olden
5 - David Olden
6 - Major Robert Stockton
7 - John Johnson farm
A - Hill A
LDd - Lt Dragoons - dismounted
LDm - Lt Dragoons - mounted

Mifflin
1800

o] .5
Sawmill Road L [

Miles
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3 January 1777

8:30 to 8:40 am

zZ—>

Mercer

Heights
55th Regt

Detaghment”

Sullivan
Mawhood 2200
400

Lbg 17th Regt LDm

Worth's Mill
c8:30am

Cochran’s
Hill

1 - Quaker Meeting House
2 - Thomas Clarke

1800 3 - William Clarke
Cadwalader |4 . Thomas Olden
- 1500 5 - David Olden

6 - Major Robert Stockton

7 - John Johnson farm

A - Hill A

LDd - Lt Dragoons - dismounted
LDm - Lt Dragoons - mounted
= Moulder's Battery

¥o0ug fuos

(0] .5

Sawmill Road 1

Miles
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Cochran’s
Hill

3 January 1777

_/]\ 8:40 to 9:00 am

Worth’s Mill

0.9 fuorg

Mercer
Heights

= 55th Regt _
Detachmerit

Sullivan
2200

1 - Quaker Meeting House

2 - Thomas Clarke

3 - William Clarke

4 - Thomas Olden

5 - David Olden

6 - Major Robert Stockton

7 - John Johnson farm

A - Hill A

LDd - Lt Dragoons - dismounted
LDm - Lt Dragoons - mounted
= Moulder’s Battery

.5

Sawmill Road -
Miles
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Hin

Cochran’s

Detachment
to destroy
bridge

3 January 1777
- 9:00t09:15 am

\
Hausseger Orchard o
—’, 4
2/ ==
Laws=—gy, =
1
-
6

FrogHollow

N\

1 - Quaker Meeting House
2 - Thomas Clarke

3 - William Clarke

4 - Thomas Olden

S - David Olden

6 - Baldwin Fam
7
8

Sullivan

- Jonathan D. Sergeant

- Presbyterian Church
9 - Gen. Leslie’s HQ
74 10 - Nassau Hall
> 11 - Hudebras Tavern
12 - Dr. Absalom Bainbridge
13 - James Moore’s tannery
14 - Sign of the College Tavern
15 - Richard Stockton
16 - Stockton - the Barracks
17 - Major Robert Stockton
18 - John Johnson farm
A -Hill A
B - Hil B
-= - Artillery position

_ - Earthwork defense

o 5
L 1

Miles
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After the Battle of Princeton
January 3—4, 1777

) Peekskill
Pennsylvania

z—>

-
New Jersey
..
.....
~
Morristown “e
McDougal
750 Continentals and militia New B"dge
January 6 L @ A 7th Regt Foot
N
& Hackensack
A 490 A 26th Regt Foot
» Aquackanonk
A S
& x>
& & A Bergen
v\@ é @
gf’ A Newark o

Elizabethtown e
Hessian Waldeck Regt
71st Regt Foot (elements)

Spanktown o

Woodbridge®

& Perth Amboy
33rd Regt Foot
57th Regt Foot

Staten
Island

Raritan River

Hillsboro January 3-4

& Brunswick
General Grant
British Garrison

&
ot

c4:00pm
Princeton

Maidenhead

®Black Horse

\NMount Holly
hiladelphia “\’_ﬁ_\
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Before the Ten Crucial Days

New York Peekskill

Pennsylvania

z—>
O
D
O
D
3
(on
D
-
[EY
~N
~
(@)

Morristown )
McDougal New Bridge
750 Continentals.and militia 7" Regiment

‘ Hackensack
26" Regiment

Aquackanonk /
71* Regt (pa
Newa
71* Re
Elizabethto
Hessian Waldeck
1 troop 17" Light
illsborough Spank

46th Regi
Lt Col Mawhood 1 troop 17° Lidh
17", 40", 55" Regiments

Brunswick Land

General Mathew
1% & 2 Battalions Guard

Brunswick
General Grant
* & 2™ Battalions Grenadiers
3 troops 16" Light Dragoons
Royal Artillery

Princeton
oad General Leslie

5", 28", 35", 49" Reg Foot

1% and 2" Light Infantry

3 troops 16" Light Dragoons

General Washington
2400 Continentals

General Ewing ) S Trenton
Colonel Rall
. 3 Hessian regiments
Bristol N 1 company Jagers
Colonel Cadwalader ) ento 20 Lt Dragoons (16th Regt)
1500 Pennsyivania militia } Wn 3 Hessian artillery companys
Continentals

Burlingto
'mck Ho\l\'se

\A‘Mount Holly Burlington/Bordentow

Colonel von Donop Area
Philadelphia

Colonel von Donop
General Putnam (™ Colonel Griffith e Renits Hession grevecien
2 militia/Continentals /| 500 New Jersey militia

(

42 Regiment Foot (Scots)
2 companies Hessian Jagers [
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After the Ten Crucial Days

B New York Peekskill
Pennsylvania "y %
.. <
%
.. °
A o E)
! January 1777 e 5

A SN New Bridge
>
-~

Hackensa

Morristown
Washington
New Continental A

New Jersey militia

Middlebr;

O
%

®
‘% Princeto
” Putnam
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The Forage War
January to June 1777

, American bases and forces : ]

- British/German areas

* Engagements in the Forage War
¥

E R S EB' Y

Morristown
WASHINGTOP?
Chatham

Jan. 10, lmt
SuLLiva Drah.- -
Basking Ridge . 1, 1777
&
GREEN é“
* MAXWh
Westfield
Ash Swamp
¢ Feb. 23, l/77
® Pluckemin Near Quibbletown
Jan. 30, 177 Quibbletown
STIRLIN an. 16, 23, 242, 1777
Bound Brook PFeb. 8, 18, 20, 1777
Jan. 6, 1777 Pi 5
Feb. 6, 1777 g A Samptown
Rt n& \ INCOLN  March 1,8, 1777 s i
av

%

Van Nest's Midl

Jan. 17,1777
Somerset Court House
Jan. 20, 22,1777 “ The Landing
Dickins
Brunswick
w“"“! Jan. 17, 1777
Feb. 15, 26, 1777

March 5, 1777

Jan. 20, 1777

\

Bennet's  The Roundabouts
March 18, 1777 Island  Feb. 4-5, 1777
Z Feb. 18, 1777
PurNnam S |
. i 0 Miles 5 10
Princeton - )
. Cranbury 0 Kilometers 10
laidenhead . March 12,1777
lan 4. 1777

7 ENEMY
HARASSED

JIM STEMPEL

North Jersey
March 24,1777

#,

-
\
4

o

GeorGEe CL1 N‘rov

Aquackanonk e

Second River

lan.‘E 777

Connecticut farms

Jan. I.SE/’? Py
JE,

Jan. 5, 1777

Highlands
of Neversink
Feb. 12,1777
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[Perspectives on the Ten Crucial Days of the American Revolution J

Adapted from the article by David Price, author of Winning the Ten Crucial Days: The Keys to Victory in George
Washington’s Legendary Winter Campaign, in The Journal of the American Revolution, March 2, 2023.
For the full article, go to https://tinyurl.com/ur6zjj25

The “Ten Crucial Days” winter campaign of 1776-1777 reversed the momentum of the War for Independence at
a moment when what George Washington termed the “glorious Cause” of American independence appeared on
the verge of final defeat. Washington’s offensive realized a spectacular degree of success in a remarkably short
span of time: more than 1,700 British and Hessian soldiers killed, wounded, captured, or missing in action, as
compared with fewer than two hundred American casualties; seizure of a substantial quantity of arms and
supplies; and expulsion of His Majesty’s forces from most of New Jersey. . The campaign would ultimately be
judged among the most brilliant in military history. The Continental Army and its supporting militia bested an
adversary who boasted superior training, discipline, and experience, and in the process overcame manifold
challenges—supply shortages; harsh weather; desertions; expiring enlistments; and the effects of disease,
malnutrition, and exhaustion.

British historian Sir George Otto Trevelyan (1838-1928), from his history of the Revolution more than a
century afterwards. “...That was a long and a severe ordeal; and yet it may be doubted whether so small a
number of men ever employed so short a space of time with greater and more lasting effects upon the history of
the world . .”

Maj. Gen. William Howe (1729-1814), commander of the British army in America from 1775 to 1778,
writing in January 1777 to Lord George Germain, British Secretary of State for North America and principal
architect of his government’s strategy for defeating the American rebellion. “It is with much concern, that [ am
to inform your Lordship, the unfortunate and untimely defeat at Trenton, has thrown us further back than was at
first apprehended, from the great encouragement it has given to the rebels. I do not now see a prospect of
terminating the war, but by a general action, and I am aware of the difficulties in our way to obtain it, as the
enemy moves with so much more celerity than we possibly can.”

Lord George Germain (1716-1785), British Secretary of State for North America and principal architect of
his government’s strategy for defeating the American rebellion, speaking to Parliament in May 1779. . . . we
had a fair prospect of a successful campaign, and of the happy termination of the war in the course of it. But all
our hopes were blasted by that unhappy affair at Trenton.”

British Lt. Gen. Charles, Earl Cornwallis (1738-1805), reportedly responded to a toast at a dinner for British,
French, and American officers hosted by George Washington after Cornwallis’s surrender at Yorktown,
Virginia—the last major military engagement of the Revolutionary War—in October 1781. “When the
illustrious part that your excellency has borne in this long and arduous contest becomes a matter of history, fame
will gather your brightest laurels rather from the banks of the Delaware than from those of the Chesapeake.”

Hessian Jager Capt. Johann Ewald (1744-1813), writing in his diary, “Thus had the times changed! The
Americans had constantly run before us. Four weeks ago we expected to end the war with the capture of
Philadelphia, and now we had to render Washington the honor of thinking about our defense. Due to this affair
at Trenton, such a fright came over the army that if Washington had used this opportunity, we would have flown
to our ships and let him have all of America. Since we had thus far underestimated our enemy, from this
unhappy day onward, we saw everything through the magnifying glass.”

Nicholas Cresswell (1750-1804), Tory English diarist who journeyed throughout the American colonies from
1774 to 1777, wrote in January 1777. “The minds of the people are much altered. A few days ago they had given
up the cause for lost. Their late successes have turned the scale and now they are all liberty mad again.”

Frederick II or “Frederick the Great” (1712-1786), King of Prussia. “The achievements of Washington and
his little band of compatriots between the 25th of December and the 4th of January, a space of ten days, were the
most brilliant of any recorded in the annals of military achievements.”
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[ Sites, Sounds & Scribes ]

1719 Trent House, Trenton williamtrenthouse.org

RevoluionaryNJ org
https://dpauthor.com
discovercentralnj.com
journeythroughjersey.com
wikidderhistorian.com
morven.org

NJSSAR.org

barracks.org

Prlnceton  Princeton Battlefield Society | pbs1777.org

RevNJ.ore
RevolutionaryWarNewlJersey.com
stmichaelstrenton. org

TenCrucialDays.org 2000 TV Movie TenCrucial Days.org/TheCrossing
TenCrucialDays.org Art Galler TenCrucialDays.org/art
TenCrucialDays.org Booklist TenCrucialDays.org/read/
TenCrucialDays.org Musical TenCrucialdays.org/Musical/

TenCrucialDays.org Order of Battle TenCrucialDays.org/order-of-battle-2/

Self Driving Tour by TravelStorys travelstorys.com/tours/ten-crucial-days
Washington Crossing Historic Park (PA washingtoncrossingpark.org
Washington Crossing Park Association (NJ wcpa-nj.com
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[ Questions & Notes ]

Donations to TenCrucialDays.org support educational programming and marketing of
the history and sites of the Ten Crucial Days. To donate, go to TenCrucialDays.org and

click the “Donate” button in the upper right corner. Thank you for your support!
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